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INTRODUCTION

¢CKS /AGe 2F . FdlFI QA Qa KA&AUG2NE 2F RS@St 2LIVSy
communities across Upstate New York and throughout the rust belt. It was settled i

GKS SINIe& wmynnQaecongnioceBtdtBitallyto dervea NBEIA 2 Y | §
burgeoningocalagricultural economy of farnand farm relatedndustiies

complemented by retail and professional service establishments in a traditional

downtown commercial dtrict.

hyS 2F . FdF @Al Qa dzyAljdzS | RGFy (Gl 3Sa Ay GKS ¢
AYGSNESOGAZ2Y 2F GKS GDNXBI éBigoeeRdddewdy w2 I R 6 (
Route 63) The advantageous location was partly due to the Holland Land Offic

aSt SOGAYy3a .Gl @Al Ay (GKS fF3dS mTtnnQa |a (KS

the land west of the Genesee River in New York State, the Holland Purchase, for

development. Joseph Ellicott, agent for the Holland Land Office, surveyed the 3.2

million acre tract that became the eight countiesreunding Buffalo, New York.

Roads to provide access to the undeveloped western New York frontier radiated

fromthel 2f f I YR [ FYR hT¥TFAOSQa t20FiB&aial G | 0Sy
and were complemdsd by roads from the east including the Genesee Road.

Bataviavasi KS KSF RljdzZd NIISNB 2F 6Sa0SNY bSs ., 2Nl Q3 FANBRG SO2y2YA0
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FalF @A Qa RSaAIyl GA2Y hefpedit BeBomd®Srgpath SS / 2dzy e aSlh (
economic center. Most real estate, business and legal activities for the region were
conducted in Batavia which attracted professionals such as lawyers, surveyors, real
estate agents and bankers.

ourt House,
_‘B,'47".AU'1'4«1, Tl

But starting in théatemy n .1 Q& prithalykol® Asth&€Chbunty seat and

commercial center fothe surrounding agricultural area was accompanied by

industry aided by the arrival of the New York Central railrodd it My c n Qa3 ® 2 A | NR

tf2g SaldlofAaAKSR Ada LINBRdAzOGAZ2Y FlLOAtAGASE 2y {¢
followed by the Johnston Harvester Comp@ater Massey Harrishat established

Ada FLOAEAGASA 2y | I NBDSAGSN) ! @feydzSd . 20K FI OAf AL
development successes as Batavia businessmen purchased the land for the industries

and persuaded them to locate in BataBath companies produced farm

implements to serve the growing agricultural economy in western New York and the

Midwest. Eaclvasamajor employer in the City.

2 Introduction and Executive Summary
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The Johnston Harvester Company and Wiard Plow Company were important agricultural implement manufacturers in
.FGFGAL RANAYy3 GKS tF3GS mynnQa

Introduction and Executive Summa 3























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































